
day without the NECBL or the 

Holyoke Blue Sox.  

ñI give credit to the NECBL as the 

reason I got signed to the Dia-

mondbacks,ò he said. ñI give 

thanks to everyone at the NECBL 

and to Barry [Wadsworth] as 

well.ò 

Killeen spent his collegiate career 

with Trinity University and was a 

part of the National Champion-

ship team. In 2008 he was signed 

by the Boston Red Sox.  

      Albert, this yearôs inductee, 

spent his college career at the 

University of Vermont and is 

signed to the Arizona Diamond-

backs minor league team. During 

Albertôs time with the Blue Sox he 

went 7-0 earning himself a trip to 

the New England Collegiate Base-

ball League All-Star game.  Albert 

said that his experience with the 

Blue Sox turned into something 

that he never thought summer 

baseball could be.  

ñThe Blue Sox are an amazing face 

of baseball,ò he said, ñand they are 

very fan based.ò 

Albert said he was thankful for his 

experience with the team, proba-

bly would not be where he is to-

Justin Albert Inducted Into Blue Sox Hall of Fame  

Blue Sox Top Brewers 2 -1 In Exhibition Game  

By Joshua Koch  
Blue Sox Media Director  

 
     Not much time was given to 
the 2011 Holyoke Blue Sox squad 
to get used to the facilities, their 
new homes and especially the 
field before taking it for its first 
game.  
     Despite not having a lot of time 
to prepare for the Utica Brewers, 
the Blue Sox came out and 
clinched a 2-1 victory in the exhi-
bition game on Monday.  

     ñFirst games are always inter-
esting to watch, we let them do 
what they want to,ò Blue Sox 
coach Darryl Morhardt said. ñNo 
signs, let them hit, we had some 
good at bats during the game é 
Pitchers all threw the ball well, 
had some pretty good velocity. So 
itôs an encouraging first day.ò  
     The first game turned out to be 
more of a feeling out process 
more than anything since Mor-
hardt sent six pitchers to the hill 
to seal the win.  
     Each pitchers stint on the 

mound did not last longer than 
two innings, but on the other side 
the Brewers only trotted out two 
hurlers the entire game.  
     The Brewers, whose season 
began on June 3, walked into 
Mackenzie Stadium having not 
lost a game yet.   
     Even with the Brewers having 
more games and victories under 
their belts than the Blue Sox, the 
freshly put together team in Holy-
oke did not let that bother them.  
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By Taryn Sydney  

Blue Sox Media Intern  

 
     Justin Albert, former Blue Sox 

pitcher, was inducted into the Holyoke 

Blue Sox Hall of Fame on June 6.  

     Albert is the second player to be 

inducted since the Hall of Fame was 

created in 2010 and former Blue Sox 

catcher, Sean Killeen, was the first 

player to be inducted. Both Albert and 

Killeen played for the Blue Sox during 

the 2008 season with Killeen as Al-

bertôs catcher. 

     When Albert received the call from 

Blue Sox Chief Operating Officer Barry 

Wadsworth he said he was extremely 

surprised and excited to be the second 

player inducted.  

      ñIt is an honor to be noticed,ò he 

said, ñand honored to be inducted into 

the Hall of Fame.ò  

      



By Joshua Koch  
Blue Sox Media Director  

 
     On January 26, Barry 
Wadsworth, Blue Sox Chief Oper-
ating Officer, tabbed longtime 
friend Kirk Fredriksson as the new 
general manager of the Holyoke 
Blue Sox during a press confer-
ence held at the Blue Sox head-
quarters. 
      Fredriksson does not enter this 
position as a first-time general 
manager considering he has been 
working in the New England Col-
legiate Baseball League for the 
past 14 years in that exact role. 
     For the first 12 years in the 
NECBL he spent it as the general 
manager of the Torrington Torna-
dos, which are now the New Bed-
ford Bay Sox. 
      After the organization moved 
to New Bedford in 2008, Fredriks-
son stayed on as the general man-
ager despite the commute; but 
finally Wadsworth convinced 
Fredriksson to come over to Holy-
oke. 
      ñIôve known Barry for years,ò 
Fredriksson said about joining the 
Blue Sox in January. ñThe field 
manager at Holyoke has been a 
friend of mine for 30 years. Very 
close to the organization, have 
helped them a lot in other capaci-
ties for the last four years there. 
Barryôs tried to get me to come 
onboard for a while, so I decided 
this year would be a good time to 
do that. I love the NECBL, I love 
the league.ò  
       Fredriksson has been busy 
since joining the Blue Sox consid-

ering he needed to get a roster and 
schedule put together for the up-
coming season.  
      One matchup Fredriksson 
quickly inked was a mid-season 
meeting between the Blue Sox and 
the Team USA Collegiate National 
team. 
      These two squads will clash on 
June 25 at Mackenzie Stadium 
with a 6:30 p.m. start.  

     Along with putting together the 
schedule for the Blue Sox this 
season, Fredriksson has also put 
together a lineup with a lot of 
firepower for the fans to come and 
enjoy.  
     Fredriksson has signed young 
men from across the country since 
coming on board, like the Univer-
sity of Southern California, USC, 
to Kennesaw State and even a little 
closer to home from Buffalo Col-

lege.   
      Wadsworth said Fredriksson 
came on and started signing play-
ers, but the first player the new 
general manager made sure to get 
was Ronnie Freeman, who at the 
time was in the midst of a historic 
hitting streak.  
      With all of the games and play-
ers falling into place for the up-
coming season, Wadsworth said 
he knew this would be the kind of 
work Fredriksson could do from 
the day he met him.  
      ñItôs exactly what I thought it 
would be,ò he said. ñI met Kirk 
first five years ago when I first 
came into the league. I immedi-
ately realized the value he brought 
to an organization.ò  
      The Blue Sox schedule and 
roster have been put together now 
and Fredriksson has been able to 
do that in a short amount of time.  
       The Blue Sox have never won 
an NECBL Championship before 
and came up short of the playoffs 
last season, but Wadsworth said 
thatôs why they brought Fredriks-
son in ï to win and win now.  
      ñKirk was brought here to win 
Holyoke a championship, thatôs 
why he was brought in,ò 
Wadsworth said. ñHe knows thatôs 
what our goal is. Weôre competi-
tive, and we want to win. Weôll do 
our part and weôll get involved in 
the community and weôll do all the 
things we love to do.  
ñKirkôs job is to win Holyoke a 
championship.ò 
 
 

Fredriksson: New General Manager  

Blue Sox Host Team USA  

      But before Team USA meets Japan 

on the diamond, they have to take care 

of some business against a few squads 

out of the highly touted New England 

Collegiate Baseball League.  

      The swing down the east coast, 

which includes five stops against 

squads out of the NECBL, begins with a 

team the Holyoke Blue Sox will see on 

five separate occasions this season ï 

the Keene Swamp Bats.   

        Team USA and the Swamp Bats 

meet on June 23, and the next game for 

Team USA comes against the home-

town Blue Sox on the June 25.  

     After finishing the game against the 

Blue Sox, Team USA plays the North 

Shore Navigators, Newport Gulls and 

the New Bedford Bays Sox to complete 

their swing around the NECBL.  

          The best college baseball players 

in the country come together every 

summer to make up the Team USA 

Collegiate National Team.  

      This summer Team USA makes a 

swing through the New England Colle-

giate Baseball League for an early 

season test and preparing them for 

games against Japan later in their 

season.  

      The two squads are scheduled to 

face off in the 38th USA vs. Japan Colle-

giate All-Star series, which runs July 3 

through July 6 and concludes on July 8 

in Omaha, Neb.  
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Meet the Front Office...  
Barry Wadsworth  

Owner/COO  
 

Email: 
Barry@holyokesox.com  

General Manager Kirk 

Fredriksson  

        Before the Blue Soxôs 

matchup against Team USA on 

the 25th there will be a lunch-

eon, for more information on 

this, other events and special 

promotions visit 

www.holyokesox.com.  

Story By Joshua Koch  

ñItôs exactly what I 
thought it would 

be. I met Kirk first 
five years ago 

when I first came 
into the league. I 
immediately real-
ized the value he 
brought to an or-
ganization.ò  

 
Barry Wadsworth  

Owner/COO  
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No. 35 Ronnie   

   Freeman  

Sophomore  

Kennesaw State  

Catcher  

TEAM  WINS  LOSSES  Win 

PCT 

GB L10  

North Shore 

Navigators  
0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

Keene 

Swamp Bats  
0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

Holyoke 

Blue Sox  
0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

Vermont 

Mountain-

eers  

0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

Danbury 

Westerners  
0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

North Ad-

ams Swamp 

Cats  

0 0 .000  0.0 0-0 

     The Blue Sox struck first with a Kris 
Richards infield single, scoring 
Catcher Tom Murphy from third base.  
     After Utica knotted the game up at 
one apiece, the difference maker came 
in the bottom half of the sixth inning 
with an RBI single off the bat of An-
drew Clenet giving the Blue Sox the 
lead and eventual victory.  
     Brewers coach Russell Jacob follow-
ing the game said they take a few 
things away from this game and look 
to improve on them down the road.  

Blue Sox Win cont.  

ñGot to practice on the small things,ò he 
said. ñGot to get together once we get 
our team practices together got to work 
on those things and change our ap-
proach at the plate.ò  
     For the Blue Sox it is one day of 
practice and then the North Shore 
Navigators come into town for the 2011 
season opener.  
     Even with the Navigators being the 
reigning NECBL Champions, Morhardt 
said his team will be ready for the chal-
lenge even with missing a few guys.  
 

ñNorth Shoreôs always got a good team,ò 
he said. ñWeôre not going to be at full 
strength but I think the guys we have 
here right now are capable.ò 



2011 Blue Sox Kickoff Dinner  

Photos  Taken By Beckie Bragga  


