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Keene Outlasts Holyoke in Piiching Duel, 1-0

PHOTO BY BECKIE BRAGGA

Holyoke, MA - With Ben Mount
and Jeff Thompson, arguably
two of the best starting pitchers
in the Western Division, taking
the mound on Friday at
Mackenzie Stadium a low scor-
ing affair was to be expected.
The Blue Sox (21-12) and
Swamp Bats both in the last
week had put up double-digits
run totals on teams with Holyoke
doing it to Mystic, 19-9, on July
16, and most recently Keene

unleashing its offensive power on
Danbury, 16-7, on Thursday.

But with two aces on the hill both
squads were held to a combined
one run and just 12 hits, but the
lone run was in favor of the
Swamp Bats as they held on to
claim the 1-0 victory and also win
the season series 4-2.

Mount started on the hill for Holy-
oke and continued to show his
dominating stuff as he would go
seven and 1/3 innings allowing
eight hits, one run, walking only
one and striking out six batters in
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2011 NECBL Western Division Squad

Pitchers 1B

Jeff Thompson Keene (ST) Trey Mancini  Holyoke (ST)

Kyle Grana Vermont Dave Ciocchi Danbury

Ben Mount Holyoke

Alex Norris Mystic 2B

Nick Williams Danbury Paul McConkey Holyoke (ST)

Brad Monroe Keene Mike LeBel North Adams

Cameron Copping North Adams

Jimmy Reed Danbury 3B

Matt Whitehouse Vermont Brett Doran  Mystic (ST)

Catchers Greg Bachman Vermont

Ronnie Freeman  Holyoke

Tom Murphy Holyoke SS

Joe Hudson Mystic Alex Chittenden Keene (ST)
John Murphy  Mystic

Outfielders

Tanner Krietemeier Danbury (ST) DH

Dane Opel Danbury (ST) Tyler Horan Danbury (ST)

Kevin Brown Keene (ST) David Lyon Keene

Alex Sherrod Holyoke

Jacob Daniel North Adams Coach’s Pick

Andrew Garner Danbury Brett DeLoach Keene

Head Coach - Marty Testo Keene

**(ST)= STARTER**

the loss. This was only the first
loss for the USC product this sea-
son as he fell to 4-1 overall.

The lone run that Mount gave up
came in the seventh inning when
the Swamp Bats got runners at the
corners with just one out and Kevin
Brown skied a ball into right field,
which was deep enough to drive in
Michael Burruss, who had singled
earlier in the inning.

With the Brown sacrifice fly that
made the game 1-0 in favor of
Keene, which would be the final,
as its pitching staff nailed down the
victory in the end as the Swamp
Bats only needing the skills of only
two pitchers to keep the Blue Sox
in check.

The Blue Sox had their opportuni-
ties throughout the game as they
left six runners on the basepads
including the bases loaded in the
sixth inning.

For Thompson, the starting pitcher
for the Western Division All-Star
Team, he did something that is not
usually seen not even on the Major
League level as he retired the first
six batters of the game all via the
strikeout.

Continued on Page 2...

2011 All-Star Game Info

When: July 27, 2011
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where : Fraser Field
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Loss cont.

The University of Louisville product
would be replaced in the sixth
inning, but up to that point had
allowed only two hits, no runs,
walked three and struck out eight.
Thompson improved to 2-2 on the

season and most likely will see
action again not until the All-Star
game on July 27.

Following Thompson's stellar per-
formance, the Swamp Bats called
on their usual closer Kyle Gehrs to
come in and deliver a three-inning

save. In his three-inning outing,
Meet the Front Office... which was the longest on the sea- - - -
Barry Wadsworth son for him, the Missouri native Official Music Provider for the
allowed only one hit, one walk and Holyoke Blue Sox home games.
Owner/ COO s:crur::k out three to get his fifth save
of the season. Tel: 413-626-
Barry@holyokesox.com Keene (23-12) took over sole pos- 43 3473

session of first place in the Western
Division with the win, while the Blue
Sox fell back into a second place
tie with the Danbury Westerners.
Holyoke is back in action on Satur-
day against the Vermont Mountain-
eers with that game starting at 6:30
p.m. at Mackenzie Stadium.
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Six Blue Sox Make 2011 Western Division

All-Star Squad

By Joshua Koch
Blue Sox Media Director

Holyoke, MA- The Holyoke
Blue Sox will be well repre-
sented at this years All-Star
Game as six Blue Sox players
got the nod to represent the
Western Division in the 2011
NECBL All-Star Game in

Lynn, Massachusetts, the home
of the North Shore Navigators.

Among the six players that
got chosen for the game there
are three starters in Ronnie
Freeman, Trey Mancini and Paul
McConkey.

Freeman will start the game
behind the plate for the Western
Division and he has been a
weapon in the batter’s box as

Massachusetts

well as the catcher out of Ken-
nesaw State is batting .347 on
the season with seven doubles,
four home runs and has driven
in 15 runs this season as well.
Mancini, who will start the
game for the Western Division
at first base, enters the game
leading a couple offensive cate-
gories for the Blue Sox includ-
ing home runs and RBIs. The
first baseman out of Notre
Dame University is batting .324
on the season with seven home

runs and a league leading 32
RBIs, and Mancini is on track
to break the NECBL RBI
record which is 42 and was
set last season. Mancini has
earned the NECBL Player of
the Week award once this
season and his biggest game
for him came on July 4th
where he went 3-for-4 hit two
home runs and a double
driving in six of the Blue
Sox’s nine runs in that game.
McConkey, out of the
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Education cont.

University of Kentucky, is the final
starter for Holyoke and will take the
field at second base, where he has
played a couple of times this season
already. McConkey is a utility player
for the Blue Sox having played all
across the infield and outfield while
batting .305 driving in 10 runs and
has drawn eight walks as well.
Along with the starters Holyoke
got three players selected to the
team as well including Tom Murphy,
Alex Sherrod and Ben Mount.
Murphy, out of the University o
Buffalo, got the nod as he is just
having a fantastic summer thus far
as he was selected to Team NECBL
for the game at Fenway earlier this
season where Murphy hit the lone
home run of the game against Team
USA, which soared into the Green

he is batting .299 and is sec-
ond on the team with 18 RBIs
just behind Mancini.

Another player that has
made an impact on the Blue
Sox, but in the outfield, has
been Sherrod out of USC. In
just 19 games played he is
batting .338 having 10 RBlIs so
far and is in a three-way tie for
the team lead in doubles with
eight. Sherrod is tied with fel-
low All-Stars Mancini and Mur-
phy.

The final All-Star that will
take the field for the Western
Division in a Blue Sox uniform
is Ben Mount, who is a team-
mate of Sherrod at USC.
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Mount is a starting pitcher for
Holyoke and has been one of Blue
Sox’s aces so far as he is a perfect
4-0 with a 1.41 ERA, and in 32
innings pitched he has allowed
only five runs and struck out a
team-high 34 batters. Opposing
hitters have only been able to mus-
ter up a .193 batting average
against Mount this season.

The All-Star Game is scheduled to
start at 6:30 p.m. on July 27th at
Fraser Field the home of the North
Shore Navigators.

Monster. Following his impressive
performance at Fenway Park he

fevens

FRASER FIELD - LYNN, MA
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five home runs, and on the season

WESTERN DIVISION

TEAM w L WPCT GB L10
Keene Swamp Bats 23 12 0.657 0 7-3
Danbury Westerners 21 12 0.636 1 7-3
Holyoke Blue Sox 21 12 0.636 1 7-3
Vermont Mountain- 20 13 0.606 2 8-2
eers
Mystic Schooners 13 17 0.433 7.5 3-7
North Adams Stee- 12 21 0.364 10 4-6
pleCats
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QLYOJ' T Coming To Your Home Track

2011 NAS Whelen Modified Schedule
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- 24 Hour Access 7 Days A Week Coed Health Club
- 5000 square foot facility
- State of the Art Life Fitness Cardio and Strength Training Equipment
- Personal LCD TV’s on all Cardio Equipment

35 Turkey Hill Road
Belchertown, Massachusetts
(413)-323-7150 www.anytimefitness.com




