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BOSTON, MA -  Fenway 
Park has been the stage of a lot 
of memorable events in its 99-
year history, but on Monday it 
got to add another one to its 
list as Team USA and Team 
NECBL clashed there for the 
first time in history. 
Unlike the first time these two 
squads met in 2009, with 
Team USA claiming the vic-
tory, Team NECBL got their 
revenge today on a spectacular 
stage as they beat Team USA 3
-2. 
With it being such a memora-
ble day for players and coach-
ing staffs alike, first-year man-
ager of Team USA Tim 
Jamieson said getting to man-
age a baseball game in Fenway 
Park will always be a cher-
ished memory. 
 ñItôs a great opportunity and 
itôs a privilege just to be with 
this team, and then to take it 
to Fenway Park, which is to 
me one of two of the best ball-
parks in the world, itôs pretty 

special,ò he said. ñItôs something 
weôve looked forward to all year, 
weôd liked to have played a little 
better, had a little better of an 
outcome. The memories will be 
positive because of the opportu-
nity.ò 
The game started out with both 
pitchers dealing, but in the sec-
ond inning Blue Sox catcher Tom 
Murphy unloaded on a pitch, but 
it hooked foul into the third deck 
down the left field line. The next 
offering the catcher from Buffalo 
did not miss as he blasted it over 
the Green Monster. 
Murphyôs solo home run brought 
the crowd to their feet as he 
rounded the bases giving Team 
NECBL an early 1-0 lead. 
For Monday being the first time 
Murphy had ever stepped foot 
into a Major League ballpark, he 
said to have a home run in this 
kind of venue is unbelievable 
and really a dream come true. 
ñThatôs probably one of the big-
gest dreams any kid can have is 
hit one over the Green Monster 
you know,ò he said. ñSo Iôm 
thankful for everything, the op-
portunity to play here. A lot of 
great players here today, great 

feeling.ò 
Team USAôs bats 
would not remain 
silent for long as 
Dominic Ficociello 
singled in Josh 
Elander from 
third base to tie 
the game at one 
apiece in the bot-
tom of the second 
inning. 

In the sixth inning Team NECBL 
jumped on Team USA Tom Win-
dle as they scored two runs on 
back-to-back RBI singles by 
Mystic catcher Joe Hudson and 
New Bedford catcher Brandon 
Miller to give the NECBL a 3-1 
lead. 
The bottom of the sixth was al-
most very costly for Team 
NECBL as three consecutive 
errors allowed Tyler Naquin, 
from Texas A&M, to score mak-
ing it 3-2. 
That would be the final score as 
Team NECBL threw the kitchen 
sink and more at Team USA as 
all the pitchers on the NECBL's 
roster got the opportunity to 
throw off the mound in Fenway. 
The winning pitcher was Keen 
hurler Jeff Thompson, the loss 
went to Windle and the save 
went to David Carroll in the end. 
Following the game Jamieson 
said with the high caliber of 
pitching by both teamsô mistakes 
would have to be capitalized on 
and they just didnôt do that. 
ñYou would expect it to be well 
pitched,ò he said. ñI think we 
made few too many mistakes to 
give ourselves a chance to score 
runs at times. Then we made a 
couple of mistakes to create op-
portunities for them, and they 
were good enough to take advan-
tage of it.ò 
 



By Taryn Sidney 
Blue Sox Media Intern 

           For the past three years, the 

Holyoke Blue Sox have incorpo-

rated theme nights into their game 

schedule. 

This year the Holyoke Blue Sox 

have expanded their themed nights 

to include nights in which they 

celebrate towns in the Pioneer Val-

ley. 

ñAs we enter season four-there was 

a more concentrated effort to have 

town themed nights as they are the 

sum-up and part of the reward for 

all of the successful fundraisers we 

did in school systems and youth 

baseball leagues,ò said Holyoke 

Blue Sox Director of Sales & Mar-

keting Amy Scott. 

      On June 8, the Holyoke Blue 
Sox kicked off their summer season 
with the first home game at 
Mackenzie Stadium located at 500 
Beech Street in Holyoke, MA. The 
Blue Sox honored their hometown 
during the Holyoke Night festivi-
ties, which included attendance 
from Mayor Elaine Pluta and hav-
ing the first pitch thrown out by 
former Blue Sox player Sean 
Killeen. Killeen is currently playing 
with the Boston Red Sox. 
  Throughout the sum-

mer, the Holyoke Blue Sox have 

planned special town specific 

nights where schools, civic organi-

zations and community groups are 

invited to join the Blue Sox in cele-

brating their hometown. Every 

town from Holyoke to Belchertown 

has been asked to be an integral 

part of the 2011 summer season. 

As the Holyoke Blue Sox look to 

the future they are hoping to ex-

pand on what they have already 

learned and provide entertainment 

and fundraising to the entire Pio-

neer Valley. In 2012, the Blue Sox 

will seek to work with even more 

towns and cities. 

ñItôs an honor to host so many 

groups at our field this summer 

and itôs been a blast planning some 

great themed nights for our fans,ò 

Scott said. ñThe Holyoke Blue Sox 

are perhaps the best-kept family 

entertainment secret in Western, 

MA. Where else can you go within 

such a short drive for $6 admis-

sion, enjoy a ballpark dog, a cold 

beer, great seats and easy parking. 

ñYou get the full professional base-

ball experience at the Holyoke 

Blue Sox.ò  

      When planning the themed 
nights the goal is to provide enter-
tainment to the fans and raise 
awareness about a number of 
organizations that the Blue Sox 
are working with. 
Some of the organizations that the 

Holyoke Blue Sox have collabo-

rated with include Habitat for 

Humanity, American Cancer Soci-

ety, the Jimmy Fund, and more. 

      ñItôs fantastic that we get to 

share our success and our field 

with so many outstanding civic 

groups and youth baseball leagues 

this summer,ò Barry Wadsworth, 

Blue Sox Owner and COO, said. 

ñWe want every group and league 

and school in the Pioneer Valley to 

know that our doors are open to 

you as a fundraising opportunity 

and a fun night out.ò 
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      Only two New England 

Collegiate Baseball League 

teams found themselves in-

side the Perfect Game USA 

weekly Top 25 Rankings on 

Wednesday, the Keene 

Swamp Bats and the Holyoke 

Blue Sox, while a lot of teams 

were left on the outside look-

ing in.  

     Both of these squads are off to 

hot starts this season as Keene 

and Holyoke are battling it out 

for the top position in the West-

ern Division of the NECBL, and 

have already faced each other 

twice this season.  

      The Swamp Bats came in 

ranked No. 17, but the Blue Sox 

made the biggest splash as they 

jumped from No. 9 to No. 6 in 

the newest rankings, and have 

the chance to take the No. 1 

spot in next week's rankings 

considering the strength of 

their schedule this week.  

     The Blue Sox face the New-

port Gulls on Thursday, Ver-

mont Mountaineers on Satur-

day, Mystic Schooners on Sun-

day and Old Orchard Beach 

on Monday. Two of those 

games are on the road while 

two games will be played at 

MacKenzie Stadium.  

     The Blue Sox are the only 

NECBL team in the Top 10 

of the rankings which in-

cludes teams from most 

notably the Cape Cod League 

and the California Collegiate 

League 
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Holyoke   2 

Sanford  3 

 

North Shore  0 

Mystic  3 

 

 

 

  Vermont    2 

   Newport   1 
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Pitcher/ BYU 

TEAM  WINS LOSSES Win GB L10 

Holyoke 

Blue Sox 
8 3 .727 ðð 7-3 

Mystic 

Schooners 
7 3 .700 .5 7-3 

Keene 

Swamp Bats 
8 4 .667 .5 6-4 

Vermont 

Mountain-

eers 

7 5 .583 1.5 6-4 

Danbury 

Westerners 
5 4 .556 2.0 5-4 

North Adams 

Steeple Cats 
5 11 .313 5.5 4-6 

Old Orchard Beach 6 

Laconia   3 

 

North Adams   9 

Keene   7 
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 - 24 Hour Access 7  Days A Week Coed Health Club  

 - 5000 square foot facility 

- State of the Art Life Fitness Cardio and Strength Training Equipment 

- Personal LCD TVôs on all Cardio Equipment 

 

35 Turkey Hill Road 

Belchertown, Massachusetts   

(413)-323-7150 www.anytimefitness.com 

 


